A HOSTELLOUR

by R. M. WILSON
(with apologies to Geoffrey Chaucer)

A HOSTELLOUR ther was, and that a worthy one.
Cyclinge he loved most of any sporte,
Climbing and walking also of a sorte.

Of hitch-hykinge! had he don a bitte,

Tho never thoght him much of itte.

His dress in sommer was of scant attire,
And reed his sox, as any fire.

Of korduroye his shorts, which worn he wel,
And high above his knees were rolled.

(Tho why he never coude me tel.)

And checked his shirt of every hue.

So bright his shoos they looked like nue.

In winter many jersys woulde he ware,

Lang scarfe and thickesst gloves a pare.

A badge he wore at any tyme of yeer,

Of color greene and shapd trianguleer.
Embrouded was it al in letters whyte.

A pleasaunt emblem, semely to my syte.

Ful many an early morning was he sene
Upon the hills, or in the valleye grene,

To whistle at the morning sterre

And listen for the echoe from aferre.

In any hostelle he coude be at home,

At Black Sail or in Southamptone.

Of bednights? had he very manye,

And eek of meals provided eten plentye.
But, when he wanted, or if that he was late,
Self-Cookynge, coude he quickly mak a meal on plate.

At Local Group he always was so keen.

Ne merrier one I never seen.

Many a wareden® knew he as a friende

For at hostelle duties he woude help ne ende.
Touring abroad had he don once

In Duitsland, Holand and in France,

Itilie eek, and many other straunge stronde,
But always wished him bak in Engelonde.
Wel coude he sitte on bike, and faire ryde,
Outpacing other pilgrims ferre and wyde.
Yet on his steed right esily he sat.






Adventute Holidays

Rr'ding in the New Forest

These new holidays are designed for those wishing to
undertake a course of riding instruction. Here is an ideal
opportunity to learn the technique of riding. Using a
well-known stable with first-class facilities, parties will
spend an enjoyable week learning much about riding and
horse-management and coupling this with rides through
the glades and open-country of the glorious New Forest.
Suitable for the complete beginner and for those who
wish to improve the knowledge they already have.
Accommodation is at our Cranborne Youth Hostel.
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